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It’s Not Easy Being Green

Without a central organization, can
Atlanta’s Jewish environmentalist
movement take root?

Daron Joffe helps a
child plant a fruit tree
on Tu B'Shevat.

Vivi Abrams / The Jewish Times

Blue herons, geese and buffle-head ducks
populate the pond behind the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta’s Zaban Park
campus. Nearby, a garden over a field gone
fallow boasts ready-to-be-planted vegetable
beds and six walls in the shape of a Magen
David.

It’s not just the latest in garden design,
although designers Josh Eisenberg and Daron
Joffe might disagree. It’s also one sign of a
national Jewish environmental movement that
is pulling in Atlanta rabbis, writers, doctors,
students and community movers and shakers.

What these Atlantans have in common is a
parchment thread binding them to the earth —
a directive from the Torah to protect the
environment.

What they don’t have is a central organization
to coordinate their activities and plans, say
many who are involved in the environmental
movement.

"There’s all these pieces, kind of a mosaic so
to speak. Yet, as far as getting Jewish
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